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Jeff'S. Jordan g * s
General Counsel’s Office
Federal Elections Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
Re: MUR 5879
Harry Mitchell for Congress and John Bebbling, as treasurer
Dear Mr. Jordan:

This letter serves as the response from the Harry Mitchell for Congress campaign
and its treasurer, John Bebbling (collectively the “campaign™), to the complaint filed by
JD Hayworth for Congress in the above referenced matter.

The complaint submitted by JD Hayworth for Congress alleges that the campaign
aud the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (“DCCC™) violated the Federal
Blection Campaign Act by coordinating in the production and dissemination of public
communications. The complaint, however, should be dismissed because the campaign
created the ad in question entirely independently of the DCCC.

Statement of Facts

Just eleven dayz before the November General Election, Phoenix’s largest
newspaper came out with its endorsement of the campaign. The endorsement was a
surprise 10 everyone because, as the Arizona Republic Editorial Board said itself, “The
Arizona Republic has recommended Hayworth’s clection each of the past six times he has
run for Congress. . . . Not this time." (Editorial attached.] That political bombshell was
an obvious choice for a television ad. The campaign jumped on the opportunity to show
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voters that even a long-time endorser of JD Hayworth could no longer support him in the
upcoming election.’

The campaign worked with its media consultants at Adelstein Liston to fully
utilize the Arizonz Republic’s endorsement in a television ad and was completely
unaware that the DCCC had also taken notice of the newspaper’s statements, including
referring to the incumbent congressman as a “bully,” and was preparing its own ad. The
campaign did not learn of the DCCC's ad until the campaign’s staff was walching
television and saw the ad come on the air.

Discussion

It is merely a coincidence — and not coordination — that the campaign and the
DCCC ran somewhat similar ads based on the unexpected and strongly worded
ncwspsper endorsement There was no coordination because there was no
communication between thc campaign staff and staff members of the DCCC's
independent expenditure program. See 11 C.F.R. § 109(d)1)-(3). Furthermore, the
campaign did not usc the same vendor as the DCCC, see id. § (4), and no former
employee or contractor of the campaign was involved in the DCCC's ad, see id. § (5).
The campaign's ad was prepared and ready for dissemination before the campaign staff
saw the DCCC ad. See id. § (6). The campaign had no involvement in the DCCC's ad
and was completely unaware that the DCCC was creating an ad supporting the campaign.
Accordingly, the campaign did not coordinate with the DCCC in the creation or
dissemination of the ad in question, and the complaint should be dismissed.

Please contact me if [ can offer any further clarification. Thank you for your

assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,
< N~
Charles A. Blanchard
Enclosures

! All factual statements in this letter are supported by the attached Affidavit of
Kelly C. Ward.
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The biggest problem in Congress is exireme pertisenship, and J.D. Hayworth,
mumcwm-&m . and o

Heyworth always hes been an endhusiast for rough-and-tumbls poltics.
mm-mmmmwmmm&vzmm

wmm«ummmm

yeoman's work blasting doesn’t agree with him. R works
Mhtu-hnur Mmhwhldummdlm dullly
can go @ long way.

And thet soaiding approech dossn't help gat anything done.

R is high me (o hit this matter J.D. ise He not
e e e ey 2
take him fo a calm, civil diacussion.

The Arizone Republic hes recommended Hayworth's election sach of the past six
mmn-mnhrm in thase editorials, we noted his characierielic bluster
and nesdisssly confrontalional stiiude but also praised his strong work efhic and
dedicalion 10 serving his district's constituents.

Not this tma. This time, we're going lo recommend his opponent, Harry Milchell,

ru-mwmmummmmrm-
counclinan snd iong-time meyor of Tempe snd most recently as sonator.
MHe is a conssnsus-bullder, respecied by community leaders and supporied by high-
mlomlnelbm u

disarict
Valley.
this hes devoived fram d sometimes
B o ey
wxpioliad the immigration lssus, the No. 1 concem of Arizonans.
:gn:mu.:u;'mm.::mmwTme
1he csble-TV news shows kesman
MWM news o8 aspa
Mearmtille, cther Republivans in Asizone’s House delagalion - most notably Joit

Fiake and Jim Kobbe - m;hunmmumm:‘”
M“ﬂm’h this yesr's hope for realistic

Haywort's
T T LN
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more froubling.

Hayworth has been in Washingion for more then & decads and by now should have
damonstreied some in office. Taks & lock at Rep. John Shadagg, R-Ariz. A
colleague who the House at the same lime, isoeofthe
conesrvalive caucus’ most respectad members and a leading contender for a GOP
lsadership posiion ¥ the Democrels regain the majority.

And what ¥ the Demacrals do conirol? hee ssved in
regain Hayworth has never e

happens,
even more pronounced, I that's possible. The 5th District needs a representstive
who is eager 1o work with others, not an unrepentant parfisan. ‘

Hayworti's bombastic rheloric and obnosious behavior have gotten him into his
ioughast poliical fight yet.

in a meeling last waek with The Repubiic’s Ediarisl Board, Hayworth repeatedly
:n&u'rmnamm:mmmtanuumw::m.
inlimidetion, Hayworth deserves a sound rap on the knuckies.

For his part, Mitchell msy not be the poliical sein! idolized by some of his loys)
boosters. Nobody is thel perfect. Stil, X's hard not to be imprassed by his publio-
servics resums. He wee Tempe mayor from 1978 lo 1904 & councll member for
eight years before that). Ha oversa the revilaiization of MR Avanus, which had
become somewhat seedy by the 1970s.

Michell wes slactad o the Asizons Sensie in 1608 and ross 0 the leadership rank
of assistant minority leader. He offers @ betier fulure.

I elacted, we hope Michell fiaghes back 10 his days a8 mayor, when he hed lo
constantly work with compeling interests 10 got resulls. He will nesd those skilis in
Washingon whare hia coneltusnts will damend that he reach scross the aisls with
other contriate.

The Sth Congressional Disirict needs a bridge-bulider. not 8 bomb-thrower.

The Repubio recommend the election af Harry Milchel.
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